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EDINBURGH
SPORTS CLUB

Discovering

Edin‘tplirgh’s
Secret

Edinburgh Sports Club 1936-2025



The evolution
L of the site

Sorrsecos  Early mapping, and an aerial view

1893 Bartholomew Map,
Belford Bridge 1887, Bells
Mills, The John Watson’s
Institution 1828 (Now Modern
Gallery 1), The Orphan
Hospital 1833 (now Modern
Gallery 2), and the future ESC
site at the foot of the map —
below ‘The Caldron’




4% The evolution
SR of the site
Planning, building and opening

sh Squash Courts

rts of the Edinburgh Sports Club aohlg.;ﬂut The
B e it ne(lubm-mncm-ﬂlpbm
— 10 be OB O O exmia af Seuash Rackeid NGRS
The 1936 ground floor plan, The Evenmg News reported that
showing the cubby hole for the new squash courts were opening
professional, and the men’s on October 9th, 1936

changing room

| The 0fﬁc1al opening by

"' | the first shareholders -
The Hon. David

| Balfour (later Lord

! Kinross), Captain G. E.

| Carter, Ian McKinlay
and A. G. Weir.




Early days
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Bethia and Paul Harding-
Edgar were key members of
the club from the 1930°’s to the
1960’s

February 1937 -
squash balls were
one shilling and six
pence each

courts were

But then WW?2 intervened: the Club
was requisitioned by the War Office

The 1968 50" Anniversary history recalled ...

“In 1939 the Club premises were requisitioned by the Army but to this day
we do not know exactly to what purpose, since the records are “TOP
SECRET and have never been released. When the courts came back Into
civilian hands the main evidence of occupation was fire damage to the floor
of Court 5.
than we think!
The re-opening of the Club after the war was due in large part to Gerry

Heated courts have obviously been a high priority for longer

Barnes who returned as the professional, swapping his Royal Marine
uniform and rifle for shorts and a squash racket. In July 1945, he wrote to
members informing them that play would begin in September. “Rackets and
balls could have been a problem but some have been obtained for hire,” he
wrote, “but hot showers maybe difficult to supply!” He himself promised
to continue giving lessons, becoming more available “As I get fit again”;
revealing that he, like so many returning members, had been wounded in
the War.

Three extra courts ! — Then WAR

EDINBURGH SPORTS CLUB LIMITED

Opaning of New Wing
Oth & 10t Oct., 1937,

e .

1937 - The Club was so successful
in its first year that three extra

commissioned

immediately — Courts 4, 5 and the
doubles — and a grand opening!

Gerry Barnes
— the Club’s
first
manager



§o 1968 the 50

o Anniversary

EDINBURGH

SPORTSCLUB A\ hiStOry created in phOtOS

The Club’s principal personalities — one
manager (Hadyn Davies), one Welshman
and seven famous squash players

FEdinburght
Sports

| =/Club
}Lah

1936~ 1986

The 50 history included an introduction from the
Chair, articles about Juniors, club, district, Scottish and
international matches, and provided lists of club
championship winners from 1937 onwards. It also

listed details of international appearances.

had lost. Ollie Balfour, lan la
Terriere, George Chisholm,
Bob Montgomery, Mike Oddy
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THE
Scottish Squash Rackets
Championship

will be held during the
—TWO WEEKS—

24TH MARCH, 1947

0 require, the
will be played in

If the number of ent:
PRELIMINARY ROUNE

Aberdeen, Edinburgh & Glasgow

e Courts of
The FINAL ROUNDS will be played on the Court

Edinburgh Sports Club, I,i»mil.ed.
BELFORD, EDINBURGH.

Play commences at 5-30 each Evening.

s rogards qualification.

There are no restrictio

Application for Entry Forms should be made to The Hon.
Secretary, Scottish Squash Rackets Rssociation,
5 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, 1.
Closing Date for Entries: 12th March, 1947.
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EDINBURGH SPORTS CLUB ?
OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS 2019 "‘a‘ g“
31ST JAN - 3RD FEB 2019

£15,000 MEN'S OPEN + WOMEN'S PSA CHALLENGER
TOUR 20 » GRADED TOURNAMENT
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ENTER TODAY

A

RTEMIS

The ProriT Hunter

OPEN GRADED SQUASH
CHAMPIONSHIPS

26TH JANUARY - 29TH JANUARY 2012
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EDINBURGH SPORTS CLUB

7 BELFORD PLACE. EDINBURGH
T 0131 539 7071

CLOSING DATE:
FRIDAY 6TH JANUARY 2012
s OPEN EVENTS

SEnZE FUND £11,000

A BSPA GRAND PRIX & WSA EVENT

Tournaments

1947-2024

THE
Scottish Squash Rackets

Boys' Championship

will be held during the

—TWO WEEKS—

................. "

77H APRIL

To b the Courts of

Edinburgh Sports Club, Limited,
BELFORD, EDINBURGH.

The only iction as regards i is
that entrants must NOT have attained their
eighteenth birthday on 1st October, 1946.

Epplication for Entry Forms should be made to The Hon.
Secretary, Scottish Squash Rackets Association,
5 Rutland Square, Edinburgh, L

Closing Date for Entries: 29th March, 1947.

Telesquash International

Semi-Finals
-"Khill ?AK—_}J""
C Robertson Ass 17-15 916 1216 1613 16-9

M Maclean Sco

7 C Dittmar

E Dintmar Av: =

1989 TeleSquash semi-finals:
Jansher and Chris Dittmar win

) URGH SPORTS CLUB PRESENTS
"ESC 50/50 CLUB,
JUNIOR OPEN 2023
£1,000 Prize Fund!

November November
25™- 26™ 25th

Girls
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1986 — Jonah arrngton
competes in the ESC 50th
Anniversary event

through the Ages

i
dobn cGrese  Mon. ot

1977 - Scottish teamf
Home fnternatr‘onals in

or
Cork

ARTEMIS ANNOUNCE

SPONSORSH|p

OF THE 2011
20l CHAMPIONSHIp

th _30th January 2011

¢ “\‘;; 3

ARTEMIS

The Prory Hunter

1953-54 SSRA Junior
Championships




i Developments

Genuna Celag,

b ' »

e through the Ages

Some developments happened...

1968 — Lounge,
The 1937-38 Art Deco  dining and reception 2014-2022
extension with feature 7 i Padel development

ik S
i

windows

...and some didn’t...

1986 — a swimming
pool and court 3 The 2005 proposal for a

repurposed as new club, a_md three multi-
reception storey residential blocks

The 2010 proposal for a
Real Tennis court
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https://eschistoryorg.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/2008-real-tennis-photomontage.jpg

a@ﬁ Interior changes
through the Ages

FThe 1995 lounge — The ‘Retro’ The 2021 lounge — 4 “Big’
style of the time... Birthday party conversion
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»@%« Timeline

G Celagy)
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EDINBURGH 1936'2025

SPORTS CLUB

1936 Three singles squash courts, Male
+ Female changing, Lounge

Two more singles squash
1937 courts, doubles squash
court

1939-
1945

Club closes during WW2

1955 Two Tennis courts and cocktail bar

1968 Lounge, dining, offices, courts 6 and 7

1995 Fitness room, Men’s sauna, Ladies
steam

2014 First Padel court turf cut

2020 Third covered padel court completed

2026  ESC 90t Anniversary
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== New Developments
2014-2022 Padel comes to ESC

In 2014, ESC became the first facility in Scotland to install a padel court,
and has led the charge ever since. Funded principally from our own
reserves, but with assistance from the Lawn Tennis Association, this
facility has proven to be key to the club’s success going forward, with
regular 100% daily court occupancy

Future Developments

Our Crystal ball doesn’t enable us to see all our directions of
travel, but we will aim to keep the Club at the forefront of racket
sport development. National Padel leagues for Men and Ladies
were announced early in 2025, and Club intends to take part in

those events
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A5 The Future?

EDINBURGH
SPORTS CLUB

We look into the crystal ball

You can be sure that the club, led by
the board (which is appointed by the }
members), will aim to keep the ( a
business financially solvent in member
ownership, and at the forefront of
rackets development.

We may not be able to envisage the
expanding Edinburgh tram network
making its way past the Club as the
Water of Leith branch line & but we
will continue to offer the best possible
experience to our members and
visitors.  We regularly host private
parties, one example of which is the
BBQ shown at the foot of this page.

As we approach our 90" anniversary in

2026, Gemma Celata (our hidden = ;4 {
gem), will, we believe, continue to be 2024 Padel finals day and
one of Edinburgh's best kept secrets BBQ — the first of many?

for many years to come.
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Acknowledgements

Many thanks to many...

. The foundersin 1936, for their vision
« The organisers of the 50th anniversary booklet
» Successive Boards, for their patience
» The organisers of events, sporting and social
« The photographers who recorded the events
« The author and contributors to the Club History website
 Others we have unintentionally omitted

This brochure was created using PowerPoint
by the Edinburgh Sports Club historian
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